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Your letter of' March 21 ouly reacpec ‘me@ESscrsny. anc I must take time to send you
vitns wdivwickis as I can Iswrige 12 scme naste, out useflily sncugn, I

5o cuntribute te sclving FcUur orocigw :nd ueepenlad che discussion.

L*expees yeu know taat Lherg were. degp, sgemuine polizicar diverzences ancay e Trotes
isty durifightie wae. Lo SYEDy cbuntry yhere we nrad a reociug, These nave faral) see:.
discussed, despite the drolwuuu pcliicleal guestions widcn tuzy Caiscw, And wers, in
LY OpLalua, Tu iy own IneVitabdlc:lacaPol capezaeiced cafires auw bis Floio—il<s TIus-
urs of! SuciasmulaCoPacy and SgdllHL:m-

Thers nuve, of ccurse, hasn rry Healy ana Ted Granst,
ally impliwatedsand who, reg nevsr been ahla 43 senar
Iron del'znalag ‘snsis persona Jdor 7

re Lnere many survivors
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Howewver, ‘in each csuniry the divsrgences AnDear
Jigferedt things, though, of courze, She sp

a. - -j
D2 dictated in diffarent vlaces by their own national oirsumsiancss.

The whole dizcgussil

X 2f gourse, dcminated by the or
gehtainad dalithe two bas
A -

£
ic doguments, Protsiy’'a 1934 “he
szplution, "Tﬂp€”"3 isk War .and

* 1

Tater: .a‘J'_:)’“lq._ an

ution", passed hy the Smerzency Poql asepief Bae foursh
in May 1240, Just when Snhe German ﬂncerlali%ﬁ nereayiwers
Zurcme in the Tess.

A

In Eritain we not as badly isclated as comrades elsewners, hecause we not only zot
nublications from the SVP hus “were, soon alsc getting visitsz from the seamen. Rowewvar,
thgrs was a difference in autumn 1839, just afier Lhe war MWroke @it Mesween Lhe REL,
2t thuat fime the racogaised section of the FI in Brité_a, 2d the VIL, wnica had z-me
into existe e end of LI as a regult ef a split vh igh I do not umarstand ic

Fal

Fortunately, Richnar uson is publishing an article by me ia a forihcoming
zeue of YHevolutionary. History" about this.

pe

le were alsc influenced by the political %tone of James 2. Cannon's vurazeous lialange
of the position of %he 5P in the iinneanolis Trial, and i% has *+. %e said thas

ne came in for scme nclitical criticiam for what seemed to some t5 he "onnostuni
winile others nailed ‘heir colours to the mass of the Bc—called "fi1i tary Poliaoy
the Proletariat™.

fy copinion, formed ater the events iz that we were all wrestlin 1g witn ¢1nd1qg cQus
ow to combine our international duty of defeating the fascist eglmes of Hitler ani
ifussolini and of defending the Sovie* Union as tainst imperialist attack as well as
the false policies of %the Stalinist “ursaucracy, while at the same 4iue <he workin:
cliass maintained i%s commlete nolitical indenandence frcm involvement ia the imnen-
iat 4 ms of the ingle-imerican "democratic! nowers.
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he SVF had, of course, great orestize in qur syes, and thers was a
"ﬂ

ize it as a iirecJ rink neot onlyswi th2 class struggle but with Trossk:
International Left Cnmosition. I< came as rather a sheck to iiscover
Jan wvan helgeﬂ":o¢,, {ormerly one of ! taries forceven ve:

in cnarze of %the iaternational werk Hewr York, had a d
view of the whole perspective of the revoluticn in Zurope fAum the ofri

tne I

Tou are I have bota heen involved in wha* ars largely pioneering studies. de aav
lacked what is very necessary, which is the chance of joint work and a constant
change of ideas an information with a zroun of peonle in the mme general “iald.
This objective necszsity, which we cannot heln, is an element in our work.
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1 these conditions, which ars forced uvon us and no faulf of aurs, in wnicn inere are
very few vecple from whom we can "sounce off" ideas, it is more than usually cur 2usty
to aveid oremature judgements and taking sides befoke we have been very, very caraful.
Jndgements come st the end, not at the beginning or half way thrcugh. e ars as 72t
nowhere near the end. T+ is an act of zel”-discinline t¢ racognise that we are act =0
brilliant toda7y a* solving our problems %o be snititled to allot sraise or hlame %o

~tner oecple's nolifics without great circumsnaction.

In my werk on "Trotskvism ia Britain: 1831 - 197", T did my best to record failtnfullsz
+“no 4id what, or saii or wrote what, when, where and, if vossible from the eviience,
what their purnose was. iy own dartictpation is cnly mentioned once and then witiong
qaminz me! I do no% take sides in the debates, but try tc avodd sparing my reader the
maiaful duiy of tninking but seeing to 1% thai all sides zet a fair crack of tne whin.

Tis has one advantage, that it oresents Trotskyists as real human beings, whose
yoole lives are censred on the strugsle %o find the best location in the class-war.
Lerin never allowed nimself to be »igtured as a "super-man", and we hive nc inf's11ibla
leaders either.

e have to avoid confusing what mignt or might not be true, which scunds C.K. Tus
not carefully checked, with definite, final assertions. One of the =orst culorits
this is Rob Sewell, whose un”ortunate effcrts to present history pollute the nages
"Socialist ipmeal’. He can recite with ineffable self-satisfaction siatements

qat peonle have made %o him, withcut any sign of critical evaluation or reference %o
avidence.
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However, let us be grateful where gratitude is due. In tne last issue of "Scelalist
irnmeal”™ ne tells us what he thinks was done by the Trotskyists during the war in Britain.
Tt is obvious that he has simpl 7 reveased the "oral tradition" laid down by Ted Grant
and nassed down thegenerations. But what iz most revealing is that he states, as if

i+ were the most natural thing in *he world, tha® the "line" of the Trotskyists, by

whom he means the ¥,I.L., hecause he doesn't recognise that the RSL existed or mension
the fusion of 1344, -was "to turn the imperialist war into an anti-fascist war', Now

is tha%, or is it not, the same thing as "turn the imperialist war into a c¢ivil war”,
and how dces it differ, if at all, from the position of "Tritune"” and the "left" sccial-
satriots who supported the war?

T+ is not as if there were nc material for him to investigate. There exists a large
archive, which may not conitain everydccument, but still quite enough, frcem all the
different tendencies involved. It issad tc say that, so far, only one student to
mv knowledge, has sericusly studied 1it. A masculine Geraldine indeed!

But +here iz another reason, too, for my saying that hyootheses are necessary, but they
mist not be allowed to promote themselves to the level of statements of fact. The
documents reveal that the leading comrades of the W.I.L. - with the very best of intent-
ions, in the light of the training they had had in the CP and the YCL in t he "Third
Period and later”, tried to defend themselves in such a way as created confusion, by
quite astonishing slander of the RSL!

T+ is my own ovinion - aad I make no more claim that that for it - that the ¥.1.L.
never was quite clear about the war (1% was agitating in the early part of the war
azainst the "threa* of Petainism”, , a view which I thought act to be relevant %o
‘he attitude towards the war of Churchill and the British bourgeoisie). Nor did I
agree with what Ted Grant said about he Labour Par %y in "Preparing “or FPower" about
advanced layers of the workers "by-passing” the Labour Party at that time, a view
which he was to reverse 100% in the later 35C's. I regret very much that it has not
been possible to investigate these controversies subsequently.

It would seem, then, that you would naturally acknowledgze the help, as well as the eneriy
and the devotion, of the comrades of the W.I.L. That does not mean for a momens %tiat
vou have to pass on their volitical concentions asestablished truth, Indeed, only
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wnen you reserve judgement, can you begin %c think Jout the nroblems of tne Irisn
comrades ip such a way that you can hcve to probe their dirfficulties in political
ratner than purely verscnal terms. Cnly in this way can your foumiation work, an
the very fringes of knowledge, ccme %to have its full valus, to the extent that it en-
ables’'us to understand how to orobe their political difficulties, such as:

(1) That level could the Irish comrades reach in discussing how the working class
in Ireland cculd maintain its indevendence of both imperialist bloes without
being taken in tow by De Valera?

(ii) That should have been the sta*us of the Irish comrades? Should they nave
been regarded as mambers of tne W.I,L.? Did an Irish section of the 7.T.
ever exist in any real sense? I do not remember that there was an Irish re-
vresentative at the Foundiag Congress of the RCP in soring 1944, where the
ISL and -the TIL fused. Nor do I remember from when I was a member of *he
central comittee of the RCP from 1944 to 1946 that anything about Treland
was ever mentioned.

(1ii) How dc we exnlain oolitically the trajectory of Bob Armstrong? e was my
first contact with Ireland since 1937, and I met him in Paris at %ie ores-ccnier-
ence of the Zuronean sections of the F.I. By that time, he was announcing
aAimself as not acceoting L.T.'s analysis of the class aature of *he UsSSR and
of the Stalinist bureaucracy, and that he suomorted Shachtman. fou will recall
that the conference was disrunted early on by the nolice and I had no chance
to discuss with him how he had been led to this conclusian because I didn't
know hew to, and I just concluded that perhads he and Zlsie, navinz had to nut
ud with a lo%t Juring the war, and seeing litile enough to have come cut of i%,
simply were finding what could be a way aut. It is a pity that the minutes
and cther records of the International Secretariat during the war apoear to be
all lost. Anywa, the Tile ends with Trotsky's assassinatim, and they tell
me in New York that no ane knows what happened to them when, at the end. of the
war, the I.S. was moved back to Paris.

I am un against a dead-line on another job, and have not had time {to my regret) to

go tarough yeour draft again, so this letter has had to be written from memorv. Perhans

things will ease up a bit, btut anyway it gives me great vatisfaction %o be aule %o

snare the task of opitting ocur wits azainst ignorance and falsehood. I can well

symvathise with your wanting to get the Job off your back and into orint.

Best wishes %o Geraldine, with whom I hove all goes well, for when she comes
back into active service,

111 the best to yourself,
P
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