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Jcul le1!te:' cr 1,1a.::n ':! ):\LJ aeacncl xe ;/es:eIia;/, arc. I rausi :,u(e ::te :o se-t,.. - ;-.-

:0y suagesi:-':r!- rs tLr:iK1;' ts I can. I .vr::e i:r scme irasre, 5u: ,r:eir-l-' ::cu;i:, i
nC!e, :! Currtr].buie ic 30llr1ng :/cuf DISb],gu t1!c, ueeoerrt-r.l :Ite iiscusstJn.

I ejcocct J cr.t k-ro,r ;;J: ;:-e:e xer': :ea:, le:ut:ie oct::i:a_ :L?er;eaicej rj..c,r j :.-e -'.::-..
lSiS iUI1:rg tric wa: t-1 3-,'ef'J CuUa::'/ .vierg .,le ftac a ILori:rg. Tle:e :j.j,.,rc :-l:'aL"- le=1.
iiictlssccL, lesDi:e :,.e )r.Luirr ::c--!i,.ili- 1'tes::ons ,vrii3c ::-:- r1j,rc-, ra-: ye:. j, _.:
njl 31i1.,r1,.., L, r.,, L,r]] c,'m !re'ii1.:ofe rll,-.\ ur -^n\,: i-eilgeO ca,tes ]'r.r* ,.r(, ylv--r__-tr ::-_---
':l: c:' s-u!r-- -.-.-Ji:i.j:: ,::. :t.rli:--..".

llrer-- i).ve, oil caurse, '::-:r rec:le 1i-<e ]e::;r Iieal;, p-i Ie!i Xrln:, ,i::o :t=: t -).)::... -
r11;. i,rrilao,t--o rni ,rho, :elr?!: r'31_,, 11,,re sever been 1-o13 i;a sel.i-:1:e ::re:a r jc..-,,1
:.:-:i1 1e: rn.:J.1j ::::-j :e:s::al '):.e3::Je. .ror rt9 :::el.e .r...J. J::-,-,r- j-i._ _:-;.

i c-rveve:., in e:cii 3run;r;/ !-1e di79r:e:rces lrrear :to: tc llave been ,t':cr:,; :o:acl::;l-_.,:j "fe:.er':t tirings, :1crr jn, o:' ,--.rut:e, !re s;ecilic forrs cl !:le 1:3,.r:1e.: :_1jji I )'r: ii:llateL ln i.i-'le-:e::j :1aces b:,' l::e:: ovrn ratlonaL cirsr.ms ja::ces.

lhe rhoie ,1i-:c'.rssi;l .ta=, ':t! ooui'se, ecnin"ie..i by lre -:r'cb1en ol 1ril:ii:1a t--re :-,-.r;
:cntr.i:red j-:r the j rc )5sic clocumenis, iyctsk,r's 13.1+ jhesis " Ir i;:: i-ie ,i .r't:l
Lrier:.e:i:ril" ,:.i .:i: t --r-Dltr:ion, "Irper::r:i-;: h: ..:.li ::--3 ?l-.:,:: fi--1 ;Lr.-: ]c,.. __
ultci", ,lassod "r-,r jh" fmerfercj, Cc:rier;lice o: i:re ]ourth I:rter.:r3.i i ona i i-e ; e,.,r lcr.:
ro I'Ia;' 194c, jr':s: '.vnen ire Ger:ran rnDerlalisi r-trr:o--s -,ver9 ove:'-:--lli.l:lrg :--rrr.l::,-je:.i: !riu:ooe ln i 1e ,?es:.

' ,.ll tsri- iain :ve :rol: 1s bacl7 isc.i:."e'J as ccmr:r.es eLsewrer--, because .,,,e i.roi jnl_,. :o:rui)'Li3a!l3ns lrcl ihe .iP bu: ine:':, 
"o6n alsc ;e:lieg ,r-:-sics l::n ::e seEe:I. _-_c...:; :.,-; ;j:e ,vas r t::3rence f :t au turnn 1-cE9, jus: eije:. jhe ,v1:. ':r,oke q:i )ei.veer :--.e -ti_!,1: ::r-1i !l:re ihe : --ccg]ised. secii.n ci !;:e _.-I in 3rliai.1, ,i.r,l tie .IfL, .vhlc: h.ri :..ri:

1r:o existance a\ l':ie encl. o:' 195? as :r =asult cf a s,rlit :vhicb I fe not ,_id. _-r::-u ,;.;
this lAy. Iorhtnarei7, Rioir.arCson is rublishi-ng a:1 article b:., i:re j-r a j;:,iacon:::,_:
issue of '?e.r.:l'r t: :-i=7 Iistcr.;r" a'ccrrt thi:.

7e wer-' also i;ifluenced. by the poli-ti-ca1 icne of idnes ?. cannonrs .ourjleous _ie----::ce
cf the .osiiicn of the S,fP i:: tle iii,nnearoli s ?:'ial, and ii has t, be saii. .:a.,
4e cajre ir fcr ss.ne ocli.ti-cal criiicisn lor x;iai seemed to sone tf, be rccoo.lun::-r'',
',vitile others n,:.i}ed thei: coLours to ihe nast cf tire sc-c,.flec ,,i,Ii-..ilar;r pcli:; r_.
the Proletadat ''.

dy opinion, fcr:Ie3. a:'l!e:. the events is that.,ve ivere all ..vrestiil:g .x::tn find.int orr:
rovr to ccrnbine o:r irternatio:a1 ,iu t;r cf defeating the fascist regi-nes cf frii1e:: r.r..
.'.{r:ssolini and of fefending the soviet union a:ainst imeri-aIist rttack as well- as
the false Dolicies of the stalinist b:r"aucrac;2, whiJ,e at the sane liroe :he .vcrl<r:r.-
ciir'ss .qraintained its ccrnDlete oolitical ir,iererfence i:'cm invr..,Lvement i:1 tne in::,;::.,-
ist ai:ns of the .ing1o- -lmerio.an ,,ciernoc:atic'' :orvers.

Ihe S,IP hai, oi ccu:-se, Teat:;'eslize il o1.l: a.,'es, an:l there ;v.:s : len:ie:rc;.. :, itrr.r_-
ise it as a ii:ecj iirk eot on17 -,rith th-- clu.ss st:'rggi-e brt sitlr l::c:sk;, artr tr:e
f nt rrrrE !i c:r.:rl Lef t Cr.r':o:ition. f : orr.ne es :eiha: a shcck to i.iscover i:l 1944 !r::- !
. r:l're.'. -':si je::r:or.i, 1-:;eri7 ona c.' l:ci;;i:,'.i s--creiad?s :'cr seve:. -v:.!:s, {:-3
i:r c:>:;e ;l l:-e :,::e::-e:io:rl .rcll< -' ::r:e f.S. i:: l,e,r yc:.k, :::.1 r .- e::l r j:i:.e: r-.:
,riew cf tce -,uro1c )ers:ec:tve trl:ae l.:vc1.r:io:l in lur.oDe iycrn t:e ol,,lc1r1 v:31? :i,
t::e S,,lP I

fou are I have tote been involved in rvnat are largely pioneeri:g siudi.es. ,'/e ,ri-;,
lacked what is very necessary, wnich is the chance of joini rrork and a ccnstant .x-
,-)range of id.errs an irfomafion ;vith a -:r'our of oeonle in the ene generat iieLd.'I:ris objective nece::sity, .vlich we canhot heir, is a-n elenelt in otr .zo:k.
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.r these cond.itions, .rhich :re force.] u.on us 1nc no fauli of o:rs, in '.vhicn tirere re
,ery fe', Deo,Dle frcm -;,rtrczn .;re can "bounc; off" i3eas, it is aore t han usrra1i.,' crrr fu:ir
to avoif Drenature ju,Lgeme:lis anrj, taki:lg siles befoie ye ha'/e been T er;r, v3Ty carefl.ri.
.-udgenent s co me st lhe 

-end , not at the be5i:rning or calf -'ral tilrcugh' ?e '.:'re ;rs ;rat

"orh""" near the end.. i: is ac act cf se1:- 4i sci-oline tc recoqnise that -ve 1re rot so

brilliant toda.'/ al solvixg orr problems tc 'ce entitleri to allot 'lu'::ise or:]-rl:r'ne i;
rtner cecrfer s ,o11iics ','r'i thout geat circunsD"ction'

ln ny vork on ,'Trotsih/i-$ ijl Bri taj-n3 L951 - 19j7", r C,i C. :ay bcst to reccrd :'aj-tfilll-i'r
-*o ll.i I what, or saiC or .rrcte what, rvhen r 'vhere and, if cossible iYcm the evilenc-',
'.vjrat iheit'sll:.Dose was. .'Iy o'flr.artici:patlcn is cn17 mentisned once and then wit;rJut

"rroing "e! I d.o ,1ot take sides in ihe debates, but t4r to avcid, s?arilg ttu' reader the
oai:riu1 du:], of tnirki-eg bui: seeing tc i\ t'xa| el1 sid.e s get 1 tailt q:'3sk of the ;vhip.

?his has one advantage, that it Dresents ?r'ois-kTists 3s real hr:mel1 belngs, virose

,,rirole l-ives are cenired. on jhe stn-I.3ll1e to fr-nC the best focalion in the cfass-ivar'
Lenin never allorved ni-nself to be ?icijtJre.i as a "Srle1t-nanr" and Yre nrve no inf:illible
leeders either.

So.,ve have to avoid ccnf-lsi:1g what might or rlght not be tnre, "virich 
sounds 0.K. tu:

is not cal'f\rl1;r checked., -ri iir aefinj-te, fina] assertions' One of the 'rorst cr:i?r:ts
ir thi-s is . ob sewell-, .{hose un:crtunete effcfts to ?resent history poJ-}ute the pages

cf "Soci.aiist .\ooeal''. He ca-n recite rit;r lneffable sel-f- satisfacticn siaterne:1ts
t1at oecole have aace io him, w'i thout 3.nl/ sign of critical 3va1u:iiion or relelen€ tc
evi.lence.

iiovever, let us be grateful ,rhere gratih:d.e is ,i]e. In the last issre of "sccialist
.lloeal" he te}Is us rehat he thinks ',vas Cone r:y the Trotskfists auri:rg the 'na: i:1 tsr1:ai:l'
Itisobvior.sthathehassimplyreoeateCthe"oraltradition''laiidovrr'byTedGrant
arlci :assec d.ovn the3enerations. But 'vha: is most revealing is t:rat he states, as il
it were the most natural- thing in the 'worId., iha: the the T:'ot skyirsts, by

whcrn he neans the T.I.L., beca=u=e he c.oesnr t recotnise that the RSL erlsteC' oI nenti-3n

t:ie fusion of 1944r '?as ;to turn the i-:noeria Li'st war into an anti-fascist 'r'ar '' Now

is that, or is it nct, the sane thing r.i "tr"- the imperialist',rrar intc a civil Tva:''"

and ho,n d.oes it C-iffer, if at allr frorn the oosj.tion arid the "Ieft" social-
:atriots who supoorted, the 'rra;'?

It is not as if there were no mate"ial for hin to irvestigate. There exists a large
archive, which:nal not contain everydocument, tmt stil1 quite eno-rgh, from all the
different tendencies involved. It issad tc sa7 that, so far, onlJr' one sh-rdent to
my knowledge, bas serio:sly studied i-t. -{ mascu}ine Gerald'ine indeed!

But there is another reason, too, for ny saying that hy-rcotheses are necessary' but the/
mrst not be all-owed to oromote themselvls to the level of statements of fact' The

docrments reveal that tle leading comrades of the II'I'L' - 'vith the very best of inielt-
ions, i_n the light of tne trainiig they had had in the @ and. the YgL intire 'rThi.rd
perioci and later'', tried to defend themselves in such a wal as created conl\rsi cn, by

quite astonishing slander of the RS,!

It is my own ooi-ni on - a1d I make no.more cfaim that that for it - that the i/'I'L'
nur." ,*l 

" 
quitl clear about the .war (ii ras agiiating ir the early pari of ihe waf'

a3ai-nst th; "th:'ea1 of Petainisu", , a vie1{ 'rirloh I thought not +o be. reLevani to
the attitude tcrm:cs the ,,rar. of churchrll and the British bou:gecisie). lior c'i-'i I
agree 1{ith what Tetl Grant saii abcut he Labour Par ty ir '?repari:rg ior Fo'rer',' abort
advanced. laye:. s of ihe -lvorkers "b;r-passing" the Labour Party at that tile, a vier
.yhich he -rras to reverse LOff, in the later 50t s. I regret '/ery mlch ihalr it h.rs not

been oossi-b1e to in'zestigote these controversies $lbsequently'

It 'wouid seem, then, that yan 'rouId nahrrally acknowledge the help' r's a'el-l- as the ener47

and.thed.evotionrofthecornradesofthe''Y'I'L'Tiratdoesnotmea''lforaxqJell::iirt
;r." t"". to pass on their ooli,tical conceptions asestablished. truth. Inleec, or17
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- *i:en yor reserve JuLlgement, can :/ou beg:in to thi-* l}out the :rcblems of tre I:isir
comrades in srch a wal thal: yo.r can hcoe to probe their dir'ftclrlties j.n polj.iical
:'atber tha! curely oerscnai tenus. Cnly in this 'rrarr can yc[rr fo:ni ation ]rork, cn
tbe very frlnges of h:orvledge, cctre to ir.ave its 1\:1,1 vlIue, to the extent that it an-
ables us to und.ersj:and how to probe their politica] Cifficulties, sucir as:

(i) '.Yhat }evel co:}i the Irish ccmrad.es reach in d.iscussi.rg how the -rorking class
in frebnd'ccuiC rnai.ntain its ind.e.endence o, both inoerialist blocs -,,rithort
being taken i:t tow by )e Valera?

(ii) tTha t shculc ha-re been the status of the rrish conrad.es? shouli the7 ha,/e
been regaried as mambers of the I.f.L.? Dil an Irish secticn of the f.I.
ever exist in any reil sense? f d.o not remernber lhat there ras an Irish re-
lresentalj.ve at the loundi_1g Congress of the RC? in scring 194-1, where the
LSL a-nd.ihe :?:L fiteeC. llor Co I renarber from when I ."os 

" menber cf iire
centre.l ccrmittee of the RCF frcm 192!4 to 1946 that aqlthing about Irelard
:las errer mentioned..

(iii) itow C.c .we exoLain ro1itic.r11y the trajectory of Bob .{rmsirong? .e xas r:/
fi.rst conttrct ',nith Ireland since 1957, and. f met hi-a in Paris at :tle Dre-ccn:er-
ence c.rf the fu:'cDean sections of the F.r. By that ti.rne, he.ras an:rounci:rg
hiroself as not acce.ting L.T.rs analysis of the cl,ass tature of the -JSSR;d
of the stafj-nist bureaucracy, and that he suc?orted. Shachknan. rou ,vi 1r :ecal-l
that ihe conference ',vas cisn:cted. early on by the lolice anci r lre,l. no chance
to discr.rss with hj-t how he had been led to this conclusisr because r didn't
know hcw to, a.e<i I just concluded that perhaps he ancMsie, ira-,r-ing hati. to rutur rvith a 1ot during the ',!rar, a.nd seeing 1iti1e eno:gh to have corne ort of it,
siruply'rere find.irg',virat cculii be a .rqy qrt. It is a pity thai the minutes
and other record,s of the fnternationaL secretariat dr:ring the rf,a, anoear tc be
aLl lost. ln;rwa;r, the file ends 'rith lbotsk;7t s assass j_:raticn, and. they tel,1
me in !trew York th,ai no one knows what haooenea to then when, at ti.Ie end., of the
',yar, the f. S. 'ras noveil back to Paris.

I am uo against a dead-line on another Job, and have not trad time (to ny regret) to
go t::rou gh your draft again, so this leiter has haC to be ,nrritten from nemorir. ?erhars
tnings wirl ease ur a bit, lut anrvay it gives ne great 5atisfaction to be r.r,r le to
sieare the task of pitting c'rr wits against ignorance and falsehood. r can rel,1
s;rnoathise with yorr Tanting to get the Job off yo:r back and into Drint.

Best ri shes to Geraldine, with wtron f hooe aI 1 goes we1l, for when she comes
back into active service.

{11 the best to yourself,

-J v tl.rl .


